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Our Mission is to provide spiritual growth through worship, learning, fellowship and service in 

the name of the Lord 
  

From the Pastor: What's it for? 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 Every few months, I always enjoy meeting with Cheri Schmalz to plan out the messages that go on our 

church sign by Route 365.  We compiled any suggestions we have received or any other sign messages we've 

seen out there, and come up with ways to minister to those who drive by our building.  We laugh and think a lot 

as we come up with sayings that we think are touching, informative, thought-provoking, and yes, funny. 

 One that we liked for this season was: “Lent: Not just for belly buttons.”  Sure, Lent is supposed to be a 

serious time of repentance and reflection, but if you think about it, we cope with the most serious things in our 

lives by finding a little spark of humor.  Having something chuckle-worthy on our church sign helps this to stick 

in our minds: that Lent is not just about navel-gazing (ha!) but is an opportunity to grow spiritually and grow in 

our relationship with Christ. 

 I thought long and hard about what to choose for my Lenten discipline this year.  I decided to choose 

one that I haven’t chosen in the past (before I moved to CNY): a weekly yoga class.  I have found that yoga 

helps me to get out of my head and get reacquainted with my body, what it can do and what it can't do 

(remembering my limits), and be more grounded in reality and appreciate our earthly existence and the world 

God created.  It interrupts the vicious cycle I often fall into, which is (1) go and go non-stop, then (2) collapse 

and (3) repeat. 

 I have also found yoga to be an incredibly helpful space for my prayer life.  It might seem odd that an 

exercise practice rooted in a different faith structure would help me be a better Christian, but it absolutely does.  

It creates space where I can rest in the Spirit's embrace.  It pushes me to come face-to-face with where I have 

not always been a good steward of my body, my mind, and my spirit.  It clears away the obstacles that prevent 

me from returning to God. 

 When I chose yoga as my Lenten discipline several years ago, I found that its spiritual and physical 

benefits were so important that I refused to let go of it after Easter came.  I found I was a better pastor and more 

compassionate and centered child of God.  That practice re-created me.  I felt as though God had pulled together 

a handful of dust and water and molded me again, carefully, lovingly, tenderly.  I felt cradled in the hand of 

God, safe and secure. 

 Whatever you might choose to give up or take on this Lenten season, I urge you to remember that the 

benefits of our discipline do not come from ourselves, from the adrenaline rush of embarking on something new 

or finding the key to success.  It comes from a closer and renewed relationship with Christ.  It comes from 

taking the time to pay attention to God's presence with us each and every day.  Blessings on your journey this 

Lent. 

 

Together in Christ, 

Pastor Katie Yahns 

THE CHURCH CHATTER 
 

St. Peter's Lutheran Church 

4897 Old Oneida Road 

Verona, NY 13478 

315-363-5211 
 

Pastor Katie Yahns 



Council Corner 
 Currently this feature is on hold until a new church president has been elected. Stay tuned for more info. 

The March Council Minutes will be available by request from the office as soon as they are completed.  
 

Blended Worship Service News 
Have any of these things happened to you?   

 I can’t remember when it’s a 5
th

 Sunday.  Is that this week? 

 Whoops, I got to church and the service wasn’t starting for another hour!  I guess I’ll have a cup of 

coffee and chat for a while. 

 Drat!  I came to Church for 11:15 worship and the blended service was almost over. 

 

 If you’ve had an experience like this, you’ll want to keep reading to see how we are going to change 

things to make it easier to remember when a blended service is happening. 

 The Worship & Music team has been discussing the blended services and listening to congregation 

comments and concerns.  We all agree that there are certain times of the year that it makes sense to have a 

blended worship service.  Many of us like the opportunity to worship with our brothers and sisters from the 

service we don’t normally attend and the Worship and Music team believes it is important to continue having 

these opportunities. It’s just that using the 5
th

 Sunday of a month is not always a logical (or easy to remember) 

time for a blended service.  With that in mind, the team came up with the following schedule that Council 

approved at their most recent meeting.  Some of this we are already doing, we just added a few more logical 

dates. 

 The following will be Blended services for 2017: 

  

 Palm Sunday – (04/09/17) This service is a longer than normal service as it includes processing with 

palms, special dramatic readings and the reading of the Passion in addition to the normal liturgical 

readings, plus communion.  It is not typically a service that draws new or infrequently attending 

members.  We would plan for a pot-luck breakfast at 9am before the service. 

 Sunday nearest 4
th

 of July – (07/02/17) This Sunday typically has low attendance as folks are beginning 

their vacation schedules. 

 Sunday before Labor Day – (09/03/17) This Sunday is a return to Church after the busy summer and a 

chance for us to reconnect with each other.  We would plan for a pot-luck dinner/picnic to follow as a 

chance for fellowship as well as worship. 

 Reformation – (10/29/17) This service traditionally includes Confirmation with student projects and 

allows students from both services to be confirmed together with their whole class.  The normal cake 

and celebration coffee hour would follow the service. 

 Children’s Christmas Pageant – (12/17/17) This has been a blended service for many years since 

children from both services participate.  We would have the normal pancake breakfast prior to the 

service at 9am. 

 Sunday nearest/on Christmas Day – (12/24/17) This is typically a low attendance service and has 

already been presented as a blended service for the last three or four years.  In addition, for this year 

since it is on Christmas Eve, we will already be having 2 afternoon/evening services, so a blended 

morning service seemed to fit. 

 We plan to keep the above schedule for the foreseeable future.  The calendar dates will change but the 

festivals/holidays on which we celebrate blended services will remain the same.  We will continue to make 

announcements about blended services as they approach in the Chatter, the weekly bulletins, through Facebook 

and possibly email (in the future). 

 So going forward you don’t have to remember if it is a 5
th

 Sunday or not!  Come to church at your 

normal time unless it is one of the above 6 special services. 

 If you have any questions please contact a member of the Worship & Music team! Members are: Julie 

Steele, Sandy Spies, Ellyn Bibik, Carol Noble, Anthony Dangler, Scott Stewart, Pastor Katie, and all of the 

deacons (Janet Fiacco, Kathy Haldenwang, Shirley Netzband, Deb Rafte, Nan Richard) 



PHOTO DIRECTORY UPDATE 
by Deb Rafte 

 The next phases of the project are based on the computer. I could really use a computer-savvy volunteer 

or two to help out. 

 We also need your photos of activities and candid shot!  I know that many of you have pictures of events 

that have taken place at church.  Please look through your phone or pictures to tag some that we may need.  I 

know we will need many.  As I learn more about the process, I will let you know what needs to be done.  Please 

let me know if you are available and willing to help.  I know that I can't do this by myself.  I am looking 

forward to seeing a wonderful keepsake of our St. Peter's family. 

 

MARCH MISSION OF THE MONTH IS: VERONA FOOD PANTRY 
 

Community food drives are plentiful at Thanksgiving and Christmas, but people still need help even after 

February rolls around.  Every time we hear a report from the food pantry at a VACC (Verona Area Council of 

Churches) meeting, the number of families served has increased.  The food pantry also serves as the centralized 

place folks can find help or get connected to what they need. 

 

Did you know that food from the Food Bank of Central NY is not free?  The Verona Food Pantry purchases it 

from them at low cost.  This means that every food item we donate is one item they do not need to purchase.  

And every dollar we donate goes to purchase items they do not or cannot receive as donations.  They receive 

donations from area churches, the Verona Area Council of Churches, individuals, and local businesses. 

 

The Verona Food Pantry is located at the town barn on Germany Road, and is open Tuesdays from 1 to 2:30 pm 

and Thursdays from 6 to 7:30 pm.  They welcome volunteers—if you are interested, please contact Linda 

Finnerty at 315-816-3477 or lndfinnerty@yahoo.com. 

 

Through monetary donations or donations of food or time, please remember to support the Verona Food Pantry 

as our March mission of the month.  Thank you! 

 

Searching for Prayer Room Coordinator 
Our truly amazing Deacon for Prayer, Shirley Netzband, is looking for someone to become her apprentice and 

eventually take over coordinating the Prayer Ministry of St. Peter's.  The Prayer Ministry is a coordinated, long-

term effort to hold people in prayer and send them notes letting them know that we have been praying for them.  

It is one of the most far-reaching and healing ministries that takes place through St. Peter's (and yet one that 

most of us never think about).  This is perfect for someone who wants to do important spiritual work on behalf 

of the church, but prefers to remain behind the scenes.  Currently the job entails: 

 Praying in the prayer room at church for about one hour per week 

 Sending cards of get well, encouragement, sympathy, welcome to new visitors (cards and stamps will be 

provided) 

 Sending a limited number of birthday and anniversary cards (not many) 

 Copying and enclosing short pieces of encouragement and cheer for the cards 

 Familiarity with Scripture enough to find suitable Bible verses to share in cards (help is available for 

this). 

 Keeping track of cards that are sent to people and the people in need of prayer (Shirley will show you 

how to use her system). 

If you are interested or have questions, please see Shirley Netzband or Pastor Katie. 

 

mailto:lndfinnerty@yahoo.com


             Calling all 2 year olds! 

Too young for nursery school but want to play and make friends?  

Want to give your day time caregiver a break? 
We are exploring the idea of forming a 2 year old play group here at church a couple days a week. Two adults 

would need to stay each day to supervise but we can rotate each time. A schedule can be set to have a daily 

routine and take turns providing a snack and a craft or art project. If you are interested, or know someone who 

may be, please contact Jana Haldenwang via email at jlhald@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Attention Youth! 
On Friday 3/17/17, the Youth Group will be meeting for our St. Patrick's Day celebration! We will be having 

pizza and playing games. You may dress up and have St. Patrick's Day Spirit! We will meet from 6-8pm.  

 

 
 

Pancake Dinner Update 
Our annual Pancake Dinner took place on Shrove Tuesday, February 28 and was a great success!  Thank you to 

everyone who donated time, money or food to this great endeavor.  We served over eighty people and raised 

nearly $800 for the Althouse family and Doris' medical bills.  St. Peter's deserves a round of applause for a job 

well done. 

 

  

 
Wanted: A few good men or women to volunteer to provide Sunday nursery care for the 9:00 am service. 

We need to have two people in the room with the children and one must be an adult. The other can be a teen. 

You may not be needed for the entire service or possibly not at all. But we need to have people available 

every Sunday. If we have enough people sign up, you will not have to do it often. If you feel called to this 

valuable ministry please call the church office and leave your information with our secretary or let a deacon 

Thank you in advance for helping to make St. Peter's a welcoming place for young families. 

 

                                  CHURCH FAITH LIBRARY 
The church Faith Library is good to go! If you have a book that you feel would be a benefit to our faith journey and 

would like to donate it there is a basket for that. When you borrow a book and then return it, there is a basket for that, 

too. Here is just a sampling of what is available: Christ the Lord, All of the Women of the Bible, Fire Gospel, Great 

Lion of God, Sarah, Martha, Delilah, My Heart for His Glory, Cup of Comfort for Christmas, The Beginner's Guide to 

Intercession, The Desire of Ages, God's Solutions for Your Life and many books by Max Lucado. There are also quite a 

few DVDs which will soon be organized and shelved.  
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GRACE NOTES: OUR MUSIC COLUMN 
Submitted by Scott Steward 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

GRACE NOTES: OUR MUSIC COLUMN 
 

The purpose of the "Grace Notes" column is to 

increase and deepen the Congregation’s 

participation in music, especially in worship. This 

month Scott Stewart shares about the animals 

mentioned in our hymnal. 

 
Although the Bible states that humans have “dominion” 

over animals and the earth, this statement is not intended 

as “a license to dominate and exploit,” according to the 

ELCA. Instead, dominion is correctly understood as an 

invitation to imitate Christ’s service to us through our 

service to creation. When we serve “all members of the 

community of life”—living “within the covenant God 

makes with every living thing”—then we have grasped 

what Genesis means when it says we are “created ‘in the 

image of God.’”  
 

When we look to the Bible for clues about God’s 

relationship with the world and our own responsibilities 

as “God’s image” on earth, we learn that God loves all 

creatures “from the amoeba to the person.” This love 

means that all creatures have “inherent or intrinsic 

value.”  
 

Martin Luther: Animals are our “teacher …in 

Scriptures” and help us recognize God’s presence 

within creation 

God holds animals in “high esteem” and cares about 

their wellbeing 

On Judgment Day, animals will cry out against those 

who have abused them 
 

All creatures “have speech intelligible to God and the 

Holy Spirit,” says Luther. God hears their cries and will 

listen “on the last day” when “all creatures will utter an 

accusing cry against the ungodly who have shown them 

abuse here on earth.”  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Try to find the mention of the following animals in 

our hymnal.   The answers are at the end. (No 

Peeking) 

Bird 

Blackbird 

Cattle 

Creatures 

Deer 

Dove 

Eagle 

Fish 

Lamb 

Sparrow 

Whale 

And like Bach who was to sign off his compositions 

with the notation:  “All music is to the Glory Of 

God”, please engage fully in your participation of our 

wonderful music ministries here at St. Peter’s. 

 
In Faith, 

Scott Stewart 

11:15 am Musician 

Keyboard331@yahoo.com 

Excerpts from:  http://www.elca.org/ 
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These petitions are offered as guides to prayer for the global, 

social and outreach ministries of the ELCA. Thank you for 

your continued prayers for the life and mission of this church. 

 
1 Ash Wednesday On this special day, we approach 

God in prayer with humility and repentance, marking 

ourselves with the messy ashes of our frail, human life, 

yet doing so with the sign of the cross—the mark of 

Jesus Christ, our source of forgiveness, salvation, hope 

and new life.  

 

2 Give thanks for leaders of revival, renewal and 

reformation in the church— in the past and today—

who are driven by God’s Word, the gospel, a desire for 

sharing the good news and concern for the world.  

 

3 We remember in our prayers the 65 synod bishops 

gathered for the Conference of Bishops and give 

thanks for their faith, leadership, service, example and 

commitment to the mission of the church.  

 

4 Living farther into the new year, we pray our 

anticipation, joy, hope and openness to change and 

daily renewal of our faith and spirit do not diminish 

but grow and prove infectious in our relationships and 

encounters with others.  

 

5 First Sunday in Lent Jesus, tempted repeatedly in the 

wilderness by the devil, stood strong and did not 

surrender. Pray for the same strength of faith and 

conviction to resist the enticements and distractions we 

face daily, and give thanks for God’s unfailing love, 

mercy and presence that guides and sustains us in 

every circumstance.  

 

6 Pray for the care and recovery of families, 

individuals and communities impacted by recent 

flooding, mudslides and severe weather along the 

West Coast and Pacific Northwest.  
 

7 Pray for the thousands of young adults considering 

commitments to work in our outdoor ministry summer 

programs, that they see their faith, life experiences, 

skills, interests and knowledge as God-given assets to 

share in ministry with children, youth and adults. 

 
8 Pray for the care and recovery of families, 

individuals and communities impacted by recent  
 

tornadoes, severe weather and flooding, especially in 

areas of the South and Southeast. 

 

9 We bring to God our uncomfortable prayers of 

confession for what we have done and failed to do, for 

offenses committed against our neighbor, including 

neglect and rejection, and ask for God’s forgiveness, 

mercy and redirection of our lives, attitudes and 

behavior. 

 

10 Pray God will grant us the wisdom and 

compassion to welcome and accompany strangers, 

immigrants and refugees who seek safety, freedom or 

new beginnings and that we not forget we, too, in our 

life or family histories have been strangers, 

immigrants and refugees hoping to be met with 

acceptance, respect and kindness. 

 

11 We remember in our prayers the nine young adults 

and their coordinator, the Rev. Tessa Moon Leiseth, 

serving in the Young Adults in Global Mission 

program in South Africa and Swaziland. 

 

12 As Nicodemus approached Jesus under cover of 

night with his questions, we, too, often come to God 

when we feel safe and concealed from others with our 

questions, confessions and thoughts. Thank God for 

listening to our every prayer and plea, and for friends, 

people of faith and communities that engender trust 

and offer refuge when needed. 

 

13 Pray for the growth and effectiveness of programs, 

colleges, universities, seminaries and lay schools for 

ministry equipping women and men for ministry and 

further developing their skills and enthusiasm for 

sharing the gospel in diverse contexts and 

communities. 

 

14 During Lent, as we reflect on our lives and faith, 

we pray that we are honest with ourselves and not 

defensive about our faults and weaknesses and are 

always drawn to the cross where we find forgiveness 

and new life through Jesus Christ. 

 

15 We direct our confidence and prayers to God when 

we wonder who will help us, who is paying attention 

to our lives and who will deliver us from darkness and 

evil. 

 

16 Give thanks to God that our church encourages and 

provides opportunities for scientists, pastors, science 

teachers and others to explore the intersections of 

faith and science. 

 



17 Ask God for inspiration and insight for reforming 

and renewing the church and congregations today for 

the sake of spreading and teaching the gospel and 

serving our neighbor. 

 

18 Pray the journey through Lent renews our 

awareness of our baptismal covenant and vocation, 

that being washed clean by water and the Word 

marks us as children of God sent into the world on a 

lifelong journey of faith, service and declaring the 

good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

19 Jesus did not hesitate to be in conversation with, 

share the good news with and invite to faith the 

Samaritan woman at the well—a stranger and 

outsider. We pray our faith shines brightly 

everywhere, remembering that God’s Word and the 

good news of Jesus Christ is a gift intended for all 

people.  

 

20 First day of spring Pray for a spirit that shines 

with the joy of a child, appreciation and thanksgiving 

for the first day of spring and the wonders of God’s 

creation revealed in every season. 

 

21 We remember in our prayers the Moravian 

Church in North America, a full communion partner 

with the ELCA, and ask God to enrich our 

partnership and bless our work together sharing the 

gospel and serving our neighbor. 

 

22 Give thanks to God for our American Indian and 

Alaska Native brothers and sisters in Christ and the 

30 native congregations committed to reconciliation 

and the mutual building up of the saints—people of 

all backgrounds, tribes, regions, communities, 

congregations and needs.  

 

23 Pray for God’s patience and forgiveness when we 

quarrel and complain against each other that we 

remember God’s love and mercy toward us, that our 

faith be restored and we rediscover the joy and 

blessings of treating one another with respect, 

compassion and empathy. 

 

24 Pray for the people of El Salvador and their 

church leaders who have been bold, courageous 

public witnesses of the Christian faith, justice and 

reconciliation in the face of persecution, war, 

injustice and economic struggle. Ask the Spirit to stir 

in us compassion that we not forget their plight and 

ongoing struggles and that we seek ways to 

encourage hope and work for the renewal and well-

being of their communities and society. 

 

25 Pray for the 12 ELCA missionaries serving in 

Japan that their work with local partners and 

congregations, particularly in teaching English, 

music and theological education, will equip and 

inspire others as leaders in the church and followers 

of Christ. 

 

26 Praise God that there is no sin, illness or difficulty 

in life that exceeds the ability of Jesus Christ—the 

one who reveals God’s power and works to us—to 

forgive, heal or resolve. 

 

27 We give thanks for farmers and ranchers who 

carefully tend their crops, animals, orchards and 

resources and ask they be blessed with abundant 

harvests and wisdom in their planning and planting 

for the sake of feeding and sustaining the world.  

 

28 Thank God for anointing us as forgiven, renewed 

children of God, marked and chosen to be disciples 

devoted to witness and service in the world. 

 

29 Pray the Holy Spirit will guide and equip us to 

live in the light of Christ, to live differently than 

when we lived in darkness and hopelessness, that our 

lives be pleasing to God and a sure sign to others of 

God’s love and ways. 

 

30 Pray for the members of the ELCA Church 

Council who are gathered to guide and further the 

work and mission of our church, that the Spirit 

permeates their conversations, deliberations, 

decisions and work together. 

 

31 Offer prayers of thanks for the many farm 

laborers and agricultural workers here and in other 

countries who are instrumental in placing food on 

our tables and feeding the world. We ask that their 

work environments are safe, they are paid fair wages 

to support their families and that we respect their 

work and treat them with dignity as brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This resource may be copied and shared among members 

and friends of the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. Contact info@elca.org for additional 

information. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 8765 

W. Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631. Telephone: 800-638-

3522, ext. 2458. 



 
March  

 

1 Wanda Murling 

2 Wendy Myers 

3 Carl Finch 

3 Megan Hornyak 

3 Willard White 

5 Laura Godkin 

6 Dawn Jaeger 

7 Willard Lewis, Jr. 

7 Kaylee-Ann Zimmerman 

8 Violet Bice 

8 Audrey Stonger 

9 Bret Wandell 

9 Dustin Miller 

11 Ashley Rogowski 

12 Justin Schmalz 

14 Andy Hyatt 

17 Florence Bentley 

17 Patricia McElhinney 

17 Catherine Kretser 

20 Kate Regner 

22 Frank Welker 

23 Diane Potts 

24 Emma Rena 

25 Gilbert Grimm 

 

 

April* 
 

1 Jared Fiacco 

3 Michael McElhinney 

5 Jennie Wendt 

7 Bryan Joanis 

7 Ann Sharpe 

9 Pastor Katie Yahns 

 

(*This is just a partial list of April) 

 
 If you want to be included or removed from the 

Birthday/Anniversary List - please contact Kathy Piemonte 

at 363-5211 or email office@stpetersverona.org 

 

 
 

March 

 

5 Dennis & Mona Olejniuk 

 

April* 

 

4 David & Kathy Haldenwang 

9 Henry & Lisa Sandefer 

 

(*This is just a partial list of April) 

 
If you want to be included or removed from the 

Birthday/Anniversary List - please contact Kathy 

Piemonte at 363-5211 or email 

office@stpetersverona.org 

 



HAPPENINGS AT ST. PETER'S: 

 

Save the Date—Coming this Spring and Beyond 
Wednesday, March 1  Drive-Thru Ashes in the morning, 6:30-8:30 am 

    Ash Wednesday Worship 12 noon and 7:00 pm 

Thursday, March 9  Dames Night Out to see The Shack at Glenwood 4:15 pm 

Friday, March 17  Youth St. Patrick's Day Party 6:00-8:00 pm 

Friday, March 24  Movie Night featuring Luther with Joseph Fiennes 7:00 pm 

Saturday, March 25  Bishop's Convocation with Bishop Marcus Lohrman of NW Ohio 

    (at Luther Memorial Church in N. Syracuse)  10:00 am-3:00 pm 

Wednesday, April 5  Holden Evening Pryaer 7:00 pm 

Friday, April 7   Movie Night, Rick Steves' Reformation/European Easter 7:00 pm 

Saturday, April 8  Women's Day Away at Green Lakes State Park 

Saturday, April 8  Easter Egg Hunt—3:00 pm (rain date April 15) 

Sunday, April 9  Palm and Passion Sunday—breakfast 9:00 am, worship 10:00 am 

Thursday, April 13  Maundy Thursday—Worship at 7:00 pm 

Friday, April 14  Good Friday—Worship at 12 noon and 7:00 pm 

Saturday, April 15  Easter Vigil—Worship at 7:00 pm 

Sunday, April 16  Easter Morning—Worship at 9:00 and 11:15 am 

Saturday, April 22  Boundary Workshop with Pr. Diane Wheatley 

Saturday, April 29  Tom Henry Reformation Lecture at Trinity, Herkimer 

Sunday, April 30  VACC Progressive Dinner (food pantry fundraiser), 4:00-6:00 pm 

Wednesday, May 3  Hymn Sing 7:00 pm 

Saturday, May 6  Spring Conference Assembly, 9:00 am-12:00 noon at St. Paul's 

Saturday, May 20  Reformation Lecture—Local Lutherans 

Thu, June 8-Sat June 10 Synod Assembly at Rochester Convention Center 

Fri, June 30-Sat July 1 St. Peter's “Garage” Sale in the fellowship hall 

Saturday, October 14  Reformation Lecture—Lutheran-Catholic Relations 

 

Heads Up! Liturgy Schedule for 9:00 
 The Worship and Music Team puts a lot of time and effort into choosing musical settings for our 9:00 

worship service that reflect the liturgical season and the time of year.  (Remember, the service you dislike is 

probably someone else's favorite! ) By changing periodically throughout the year, everyone will get to worship 

using the liturgy they like best at one point or another. 

 Of course, it can be frustrating and confusing when the liturgical setting changes for no apparent reason.  

Therefore, we try to let you know ahead of time when the setting will change and why. 

 When Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1, we'll begin using Setting 5, which is based on 

Gregorian chant and feels very “Lent”-y.  For Easter Sunday we'll revive the familiar Setting 3 and add the sung 

refrains that were present in the old green Lutheran Book of Worship.  For the remainder of the Easter season, 

we plan to learn a new setting—Setting 9.  We encourage you to take a look at it sometime! 
 

Do You Have a Confirmation Photo? 
We realized recently that several of the most recent years of Confirmation did not have a group photo taken for 

our records.  Would anyone out there happen to have a group photo?  We are specifically looking for the years 

of 2013 and 2014.  If you have one, or know someone who does, please notify Marie Sayles (church historian) 

or Kathy Piemonte in the office. 

 

 

 



We're Live...On the Web 
You probably know that we post audio recordings of our 9:00 am worship services to our website.  But did you 

know that (a) Russ Brookins has been working on a brand new website?!  And (b) he has begun LIVE 

streaming the sermon each Sunday on this brand new website?!?  (He would stream the whole service, except 

we would exceed the limits of this free service.)  Here's all you have to do to check it out: 

 Visit wp.stpetersverona.org (note the “wp” instead of “www”...that's because it's still being worked on) 

 Under “Latest News” at the top, click on “Sermon Live on Mixlr” 

 Whenever the sermon begins (anywhere from 9:30 to 9:40 on a normal Sunday) there will be a link to 

listen live 

 There is a link to the new archive of sermon recordings as well. 
 

Youth Group Happenings—We're Back 
Calling all youth from 7

th
 to 12

th
 grade!  We need you to make our events a success.  We have some fun things 

planned this spring.  Take note: 

 St. Patrick's Day Party—Friday March 17, 6-8 pm.  See Ashley Rogowski's article elsewhere in this 

issue of the Chatter to find out more details. 

 Easter Egg Hunt—Saturday, April 8 (April 15 rain date); contact Heather Pritchard (337-4874) if you 

are interested in helping to put this on for the younger kids 

 Conference Youth GaGa Tournament—Sunday, April 30 at Good Shepherd, Fayetteville—contact 

Pastor Katie, Janet Fiacco, or Kathy Haldenwang if interested in going 

 Roadside Clean-Up—sometime in May; contact Jennifer Rossi (337-0316) to help 

 Mission Trip to Mar-Lu Ridge with Good Shepherd & St. Mark's—July 9-14, 2017 

 ELCA Youth Gathering—June 27-July 1, 2018 in Houston, Texas 
 

Lent with Luther in 2017 
by Pastor Katie Yahns 

 

This year we will be joining many ELCA congregations in focusing on the works of Martin Luther, especially 

the Small Catechism, in this year's Lenten observances.  As we celebrate the 500
th

 anniversary of the beginning 

of the Reformation in 1517, we take up classic Lutheran themes and hear them from new perspectives and new 

voices.  Join us as we celebrate in the following ways: 

 We'll be incorporating the Small Catechism and works by Luther in our Sunday morning worship 

services.  Luther considered baptism to be the foundation of the Christian life, and our Sunday services 

will also examine what the different elements of baptism mean. 

 Our Wednesday noon services will also walk through the Small Catechism (and may have a surprise or 

two).  Come early for lunch with the seniors at 11:30 am. 

 From March 19 through April 2, we'll be hosting a Reformation 500 book fair for both adults and 

children.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about Martin Luther, his writings, and their impact on 

Christianity, as well as reflect on the ongoing impact of the Reformation today.  We'll have a display of 

books for all ages in the narthex for you to order (I have a list if you would like to see what will be 

offered).  All items are discounted up to 50% and have free shipping.  After it's all done, St. Peter's 

library will get to keep the sample books.  Watch closely—it will only be here for three Sundays—the 

last day is Sunday April 2!  This is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress. 

 On Friday,  March 24, starting at 7:00 pm, we'll host a Movie Night in the fellowship hall with the 2003 

production of Luther (starring Joseph Fiennes) as the feature presentation. All are welcome. 

 On Friday, April 7, also starting at 7:00 pm, we'll host a follow-up Movie Night to show a double-header 

with the new PBS special Rick Steves' Luther and the Reformation followed by Rick Steves' European 

Easter.  All are welcome. 

 Free Indeed, a complimentary devotional focusing on Luther's Small Catechism for the season of Lent, 

is available on our Welcome Table. 

Please come and get re-acquainted with Luther this Lent! 



 

Were you born to be a star? 
by Pastor Katie Yahns 

 

Then there is a special place for you at St. Peter's this season!  Holy Week gives us several opportunities to get 

creative with dramatic presentations of Bible stories.  Some are more serious, like the dramatic reading of the 

Passion on Palm Sunday and the Scripture readings of Good Friday.  Some can be more fun and silly, like the 

various Bible stories told at the Easter Vigil. 

 If you would like to help the story come alive, we need you!  If you would like to be given a part to play 

or a reading to share, please let me know by April 1
st
.  Here are the parts for which we need readers: 

 Palm Sunday, April 9, 10 am: roles in a dramatic reading of the Passion 

 Good Friday, April 14, 12 noon: sections of the Passion as told in the Gospel of John 

 Good Friday, April 14, 7 pm: sections of the Passion as told in all the gospels 

 

For Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 15 at 7 pm, we have the option of reading stories from the Bible or acting 

them out creatively in skits.  If you would like to come up with some kind of skit to tell one of the stories, 

please let me know by April 1st.  This is a golden opportunity to let your light shine in a new way.  The options 

for stories are: 

 the story of creation in Genesis 1:1-2:4 

 the story of Noah and the ark in Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 

 the parting of the Red Sea in Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

 the valley of dry bones in Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 the story of Jonah and the big fish in Jonah 1:1-2:10 

 the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace in Daniel 3:1-29 

I will be glad to help you if needed.  All ages are welcome to come up with these skits or take part in them.  The 

main goal is that the story needs to be told in an engaging way.  Thank you for letting your light shine and 

telling the story this season! 

 

Soup Recipes Served at St. Peter’s on 2/12/17 
 

Tortellini Chicken Noodle Soup 

Prep Time: 10 minutes   Cook Time: 20 minutes   Yield: About 5 - 6 servings 
Ingredients 

1 ½ Tbsp. olive oil 

1 ½ cups chopped carrots (from about 5 medium) 

1 cup chopped celery (from about 3 stalks) 

1 cup chopped yellow onion (1 small) 

4 cloves garlic, minced 

4 (14.5 oz.) cans low sodium-chicken broth 

1 ½ tsp. Italian seasoning 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste 

12 oz. refrigerated three cheese tortellini* 

½ cup packed parsley (stems and all), plus more for serving 

2 ½ - 3 cups shredded rotisserie chicken (from one 29 oz. chicken) 

Directions 

Heat olive oil in a large pot over medium heat, add carrots, celery and onion and sauté 3 - 4 minutes.  

Add garlic and sauté 30 seconds longer. Stir in chicken broth, Italian seasoning and season with salt and pepper to taste. Bring to a 

boil over medium-high heat then cover and boil 5 minutes. Add tortellini and place parsley in a mound submerged into broth on top of 

tortellini, cover and boil 6 - 8 minutes longer (or one minute less than time listed on package). Using tongs, remove parsley (I stirred it 

around in the soup first just to get all the flavor out). Stir in chicken and cook until heated through, about 1 minute. Serve warm, 

topped with chopped fresh parsley leaves. 

 

*If you don't want to buy the larger package of tortellini you can use a 9 oz. package and reduce the chicken broth to 3 (14.5 oz.) cans 

and chicken to 2 cups (which will give you about 4 servings). 

Recipe source: Cooking Classy 



Happenings Around the Area…. 
 

 
Grief Survivors   
Meets every Tuesday from 5:30-7:30 pm at The Good News Center, 10475 Cosby Manor Rd., 

Utica.  Drop-ins welcome. This is a non-denominational support group for those suffering the loss of a loved 

one.  Meets weekly to help you face the difficulty associated with losing a loved one.  For more information 

contact The Good News Center at 315-735-6210, melissa@thegoodnewscenter.org, or visit us online 

www.thegoodnewscenter.org. 
 

 Separated & Divorced Support Group 
Meets every other Sunday, 5:00-6:30 pm; upcoming meeting March 12th at The Good News Center, 

10475 Cosby Manor Rd., Utica. The group meets in a warm, caring environment designed to help you learn 

skills and practical information that will guide you in rebuilding your life after your separation or divorce.  Free 

and open to all. For more information contact Judy at 315-735-6210, judy@thegoodnewscenter.org, or visit us 

at www.thegoodnewscenter.org.   
 

Bible Study: The Prophets-Messengers of God’s Mercy Meets Wednesdays, March 8
th

-March 29 

and then again from April 19
th

-May 24
th

 from 10 am-12 pm or 6 pm-8 pm at The Good News Center, 

10475 Cosby Manor Rd., Utica. If we consider that God is the Divine Bridegroom and the Church is his Bride, 

then the prophets can be seen as “spiritual marriage counselors.” They afflict the comfortable and comfort the 

afflicted, calling us to return to our covenant relationship with God. They urge us to repentance, warn us of the 

dangers of sin, and announce the blessings of faithfulness. Their prophetic words speak to us even today, as 

they draw us closer to our heavenly Bridegroom. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians reveals many remarkable gifts 

that we as Christians are given in the Church. It shows us the great inheritance that awaits us as sons and 

daughters, adopted fully into the family of God. Discover what it means to be a son or daughter of God – an heir 

to all he has to give. Please join us for this Bible Study featuring Jeff Cavins and Thomas Smith. For more 

information/register call 315-735-6210 or email: pam@thegoodnewscenter.org. Cost is $20 per person. 

  

Stress in Your Marriage? – There is a still time to sign up for Retrouvaille. Retrouvaille is a 

program for married couples that feel bored, frustrated, or angry in their marriage. Some experience coldness 

and simply shut down. Others experience conflict and arguments in their relationship. Most don’t know how to 

change the situation or even communicate with their spouse about it. This program has helped 10’s of 1000’s of 

couples experiencing marital difficulty at all levels including disillusionment and deep misery. For confidential 

information about or to register for the March program beginning with a weekend on March 17-19, 2017 at 

The Good News Center, 10475 Cosby Manor Rd., Utica, call 315-735-6210, email: 

info@thegoodnewscenter.org or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com 
 

Luncheon Series: St. John of the Cross & The Dark Night of the Soul. The Good News Center, 

10475 Cosby Manor Rd., Utica welcomes back Douglas Holzhauer, president of the Our Lady of Mt. Calvary 

Secular Discalced Carmelite Community at St. Joseph - St. Patrick Church in Utica. St. John of the Cross was a 

16
th

 century Discalced Carmelite Friar and mystic who authored several books on prayer. With Teresa of Avila, 

he reformed the Carmelite order and was raised to the highest levels of prayer, receiving many visions from the 

God. The Catholic Church declared him a Saint in 1726 and a Doctor of the Church in 1926, effectively 

declaring that his teachings on prayer are for all Christians. In his book The Ascent of Mt. Carmel, St. John first 

used the phrase “the Dark Night of the Soul” which has struck a chord with modern culture, twisting its 

meaning from the original intent. Dr. Holzhauer will present St. John’s teachings on the Dark Night metaphor 

showing the original intent of his teaching was to find what your heart truly desires: union with God. Join us on 

Thursday, March 9
th

 from 11:00 am-1:00 pm, $10.00 per person – open to all. For details/to register: call 

The Good News Center at 735-6210 or visit TheGoodNewsCenter.org. Register before March 2
nd

. 

mailto:melissa@thegoodnewscenter.org
http://www.thegoodnewscenter.org/
mailto:judy@thegoodnewscenter.org
http://www.thegoodnewscenter.org/
mailto:pam@thegoodnewscenter.org
http://www.helpourmarriage.com/


 
NEWS FROM THE ELCA 

 

 

 

 



News from the synod, the ELCA and beyond 
 

Every year on March 8, people around the 

world commemorate International Women’s 

Day, a day dedicated to celebrating women’s 

achievements throughout history and across 

nations. 

 

Women have the greatest potential to bring 

lasting change to their communities.  Yet, 

around the world, they are not afforded the 

same access to education due to social and 

political structures. 

 

You can change that.  Join us this 

International Women's Day, March 8, as we 

boldly invest in the education of women and 

the future of communities around the world through the ELCA's International Women Leaders Initiative. 

 

With your support, we provide educational and training opportunities, including four-year scholarships to ELCA 

colleges and universities, for international Lutheran women. Together, we can intensify our efforts to support 

the contribution of women in the life and development of our church and society.  Visit 

elca.org/InternationalLeaders to learn more. 

 

 

Advocacy Involves You 
by the Rev. Norma Malfatti, Director for Evangelical Mission 

"When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the 

Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the 

beginning." John 15:26-27 

 

As I write this article it is just days after our nation has welcomed a new Administration 

and new Congress. It's easy to think that our work as people of faith and citizens is over; 

that we have cast our ballots and the work is now in the hands of those who were elected. 

However tempting those thoughts are, there is still work to be done as people of faith who 

are called out of buildings and into our communities to love and serve our neighbors, 

including using our hands, feet and voices for civic engagement. 

 

In his Large Catechism, Martin Luther describes 'government' as a means through which 

God works to preserve creation and to help maintain a peaceful and just social order in a 

sinful world. Just as Luther used his faith to guide his prolific writings, our faith can also 

guide how we look at public issues and interpret what is happening in political life. In our 

founding as the ELCA we boldly proclaimed that we are called to be a public church drawing on the gift of a 

heritage that sees government structures in their instrumental role. Thus, we have a call and responsibility to 

engage political leaders on the values and ethics affirmed by our faith. This is what the ELCA calls the ministry 

of advocacy. 

 

The ELCA's efforts are not about partisan politics, nor am I suggesting you engage in them. In fact, in order to 

protect religious liberty and our nation's democratic system, we must remember that it is not the church's role to 

promote or belittle any single official or endorse any activity that will provide any form of partisan gain. Our 

 

 

Rev. Norma Malfatti  

  



ELCA advocacy offices hope to encourage Lutheran Christians to get involved, vote and be advocates as they 

become more aware of issues of importance to our communities, country and the world. It is part of our call as 

Christians to think critically about our civic responsibility and prayerfully and thoughtfully evaluate political 

issues as we seek to live out our faith in Jesus who is the One who teaches and challenges us, the One who loves 

and welcomes all people, the One who died and rose again so that all may experience new and flourishing life. 

 

You can learn more about the ELCA's advocacy efforts by visiting http://elca.org/advocacy and you can find out 

who your elected leaders are and how to contact them by visiting  

http://www.house.gov/representatives, 

https://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?State=NY, http://nyassembly.gov/mem, 

and  

https://www.nysenate.gov/registration/nojs/form/start/find-my-senator 

 

 

“Living Lutheran”--Real Stories, Real People 
Have you checked out the Living Lutheran blog at www.livinglutheran.org?  It's full of stories, reflections, and 

news from members of the ELCA.  Take a few minutes to read about what's happening across the church and 

get to know your brothers and sisters in the Lutheran family.  There is also a print magazine available in the 

narthex or by subscription. 

 

 

Synod Assembly 2017: Building Bridges 
 

Building Bridges is the theme for the 2017 Synod Assembly which will be held June 8 - 10, 2017 at the Joseph 

A. Floreano Riverside Convention Center (http://www.rrcc.com/) in Rochester, NY with accommodations at the 

Radisson Hotel Rochester Riverside http://www.radisson.com/rochester-hotel-ny-14604/nyroches).  This year 

we are lifting up Global Mission with a focus on accompaniment.  Accompaniment--literally, walking together 

side by side--is a mutual relationship and journey where the presence of God is revealed.  Our synod practices 

accompaniment through a companion synod relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe 

(ELCZ) and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Zambia (ELCZa). Local congregations practice 

accompaniment when they meet mission partners as equals and build relationship along with providing support.  

This year's assembly will incorporate a Churchwide Glocal event providing assembly participants with a 

wonderful opportunity to be immersed in all things global throughout all three days. 

 

Registration will open on April 1, 2017.  Synod Assembly is open to persons of all ages who want to attend, not 

just rostered leaders and congregational voting members.  In addition to the usual opportunities to participate in 

synod business, and attend workshops, you can look forward to a Global Café on Thursday afternoon, worship 

that includes instrumentalists and Glocal musicians to add an African and Hispanic flavor, dedicated Mission 

Expo time with a significant global flavor and many opportunities for not only voting members but guests of all 

ages.  Our keynote speaker and churchwide representative will be the Rev. Dr. Stephen Bouman, formerly of the 

Metro New  York Synod and now Executive Director of the Domestic Mission Unit of the ELCA.  For more 

information and regular updates, you can subscribe to the Upstate Update by going to upstatenysynod.org, 

scrolling down to the bottom, and putting your email address in the box in the lower right hand corner. 

 

You are invited to join in the pre-assembly activities including: supporting the Hunger Campaign (which this 

year is helping to feed refugee families), knitting/crocheting caps for Seafarers International, saving those can 

tabs, and reading one of the Community Reads suggested books. Each congregation is encouraged to consider 

electing youth and young adults as voting members to the Synod Assembly as well.  See you in Rochester! 
 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_pS_2IPWXNqEyOjELqi6sLS4dXi_fv6ZKvlp_uuCczVG_ZH2sj_9Ljg2gCg2Q982x5Kr_a9HSiESGqOMAldl3BCYMj72_PXgqnmb-MAg27zOCuIt4E4MhXGNSCRa-84I5ruk2yww6IuILXXFnpp0z1mFaO_GehdfV7xoYNngTKGm7e757owIPlJ5DnQC2rxBaU661V3NMeYllNu8zphVjwyBxMsxp1y2fxawGuUGJpg-bxhlimTVtXhXbeP-_3GnXiMqM6W7BG0SHgGFWPptqiHZox_mKlsHs5Mldmtbe44xDjs6FWUA3_6su4XAUo9K0u-6FRll7FkDKiuMZmYmkhYTlXDcu7eZ&c=aNKHTYKCQjXtY0X0vKxqHyUNScqiiPgp_ilPPvW6fjq-d3iv-KCa4A==&ch=bmmpv3coRuq2iT9W30O86xOD-TgAc-Y7Ulo8q50J4wMMqGDKyYXpww==#_blank
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_pS_2IPWXNqEyOjELqi6sLS4dXi_fv6ZKvlp_uuCczVG_ZH2sj_9Ljg2gCg2Q982taNDclgc2cbf1-2Wa1PD3UTGBSPlCVvnsx7zVN5svHP5xfIO9ajCRhUnaGOHqHzfciHfTq5B4XuK9kCyniAK5TqEScjrE728yhiMx38y5GD8tDpEa_yh-8I5yvmQ7xOPwMzOWPW2xFCXcvgiGjwuyHkpxaf3bOvzwA-6k8BhlKYZ8RUI5MKe6YrZlqBWuT8cnm9GVh74DBBZgEfAMxqx9IE7AXkNfkmSuk4kAE6-JGsHFks1coYeE_B40Ig5EM1eWnNKirowlVmyRsdHwaMj4InPSSBnPTnPbz8wm8tmxODxgbpgnPpfLNPWK6m-mDuJSsdhqxrseiPxQD61_sNc7UKF9U8LNNKNiczhaxSwL68=&c=aNKHTYKCQjXtY0X0vKxqHyUNScqiiPgp_ilPPvW6fjq-d3iv-KCa4A==&ch=bmmpv3coRuq2iT9W30O86xOD-TgAc-Y7Ulo8q50J4wMMqGDKyYXpww==
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Community Reads 
Two books are suggested as community reads to support the theme, Building Bridges, of the 2017 Upstate NY 

Synod Assembly.  These books address how charity is typically enacted by religious organizations, how we 

sometimes hurt when our intent is to help, and how we can re-envision mission. 

 

Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They Help  

(and how to reverse it) by Robert D. Lupton (2012).  

Available on Amazon for under $10.  . 

  

Charity Detox: What Charity Would Look Like if We Cared 

About the Results by Robert D. Lupton (2016).  Available on Amazon for around $10 

 

While not everything in these books might apply to your congregation and while you may not totally agree with 

all the ideas, take time to read, reflect and discuss with others about how ministry and mission is enacted, where 

the power lies, and how relationships are developed. 

 

Hats for Seafarers International House.  You are invited to help us knit and 

crochet hats and scarves for Seafarers.  Bring your finished items to Synod 

Assembly for distribution to this important ministry serving those on the sea. Hat 

and scarf instructions are posted at upstatenysynod.org under "Assembly."  You can 

also watch a YouTube video at 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9404AA6E23C289C7. 
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Don't forget the Verona Food Pantry! 

Open Tuesdays from 1 to 2:30 pm and Thursdays from 

6 to 7:30 pm 

Located at the Verona Town Hall (water dept. 

building), 6600 Germany Road 

Donations especially needed: pasta, peanut butter, 

canned tuna fish, macaroni and cheese, soup, and 

canned pasta 

To volunteer, call Linda Finnerty at 813-3477 

Please put donations in the box in the narthex at  

St. Peter's 

 

 

 

Leave a Legacy 
 Nobody likes to think about what will 
happen when they die, but one of the ways you 
can make an impact on generations to come and 
share the light of Christ with future generations is 
to make a legacy gift to the church. 
 There are several ways to do this.  The 
ELCA church-wide organization has a campaign 
called “Always Being Made New” that supports 
efforts to fight malaria and hunger, launches new 
congregations, provides seminary scholarships, 
and reaches out to youth and people with 
disabilities.  You can choose to make a one-time 
gift to that campaign or to any entity you want to 
support (i.e. the Upstate New  York Synod, 
Vanderkamp, one or more of our seminaries, etc.).  
You also have the option of setting up a fund at St. 
Peter's to support future ministry in whatever 
capacity you desire. 
 Please speak with Pastor Katie or someone 
on the Investment Committee (Jeff White, Jeanette 
Burke, Kevin Angell) to find out more. 
 

 

 
 
 

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE WHEN: 

You or a family member is sick or in the hospital. 

You are planning a meeting or scheduling an event—to 

place it on the church calendar.  

A baby is expected in your family. 

You want to arrange for a baptism or wedding. 

A family member has passed away. 

Your telephone number or address has changed. 

You are planning to move, locally or out of town. 

You feel the church can help you in any way. 

 

 
 

Church Chatter via Email 
Go Green: If you prefer to receive the church chatter 

via email, please email Kathy Piemonte at 

office@stpetersverona.org and she will email you the 

Chatter.  

 

 
If you are a Facebook user and you haven't already 

“liked” our page, please do so!  We currently have 

229 likes and 173 people have checked in at St. 

Peter's (checking in on Sunday is an easy way to share 

your faith with others).  Search for “St. Peter's 

Lutheran Church in Verona N.Y.” and click on “like” 

to add us to your news feed.  We are now also on 

Twitter and you can follow us at @StPetersVerona.  

Remember, even if we don't show up in your news 

feed, we may be posting important information, so the 

best way to see what we're up to is to go directly to 

our Facebook page.  Thank you to everyone who has 

RSVPed to an event, liked a post, or shared a post 

with your friends—you are helping make St. Peter's a 
wonderful and welcoming place! 
 

A Nighttime Prayer 
from the New Zealand Prayer Book 

Lord, it is night. 

The night is for stillness. 

Let us be still in the presence of God. 

It is night after a long day. 

What has been done has been done; what has not been done 

has not been done; let it be. 

The night is dark. 

Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own 

lives rest in you. 

The night is quiet. 

Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and 

all who have no peace. 

The night heralds the dawn. 

Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new 

possibilities. 

In your name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

At the Computer/Tablet/Smartphone 

KEEP IN TOUCH! 

Help us keep our mailing and phone contacts up to 

date. 

MOVED?  CHANGED A PHONE NUMBER?  

GONE OFF TO SCHOOL?  

Call, write, or email us your changes so we can 

keep the office records up to date. 

315-363-5211 

 4897 Old Oneida Road, Verona, NY 13440 

office@stpetersverona.org 

 



  PRAYER CHAIN INFORMATION 
I would like to thank Shirley Netzband for her long 

service to the Prayer Chain. I am now doing the 

Prayer Chain duties. The Prayer Chain is for urgent 

time-sensitive prayer needs during the week. 

 

If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Chain, 

there are two ways to be involved: 

 1. By email:    msayles2@twc.com 

 2. By Phone:   337-8758 

Or see me in church, or let Pastor know. 
 

Marie Sayles 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

If you would like to provide flowers for the altar or 

have the sanctuary candle lit on a particular 

Sunday in memory or honor of someone, please 

sign up for your desired Sunday on the bulletin 

board outside the sacristy and choir room (same 

hallway as the restrooms.)  For flowers, you are 

free to shop for flower arrangements or plants and 

bring them to the altar before 8:30 on Sunday 

morning.  After the 11:15 service concludes, you 

may take them home or leave them to brighten the 

church space.  For the candle, please speak to 

Diane Angell, Phone 363-6249, to make 

arrangements. 

            
 MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM 

                                                                 
 The purpose of the Mutual Ministry Team is to support the 

ministry of St. Peter's and deal with any concerns which 

may arise among the partners in ministry, i.e. the 

congregation, pastor, and staff. The team will meet 

quarterly or more often as the need arises. 
 

Steps to be taken when there is a concern: 

 A concern is brought to the attention of a 

team member. 

 Discussion takes place within the team on 

how best to address the concern. 

 The team will offer guidance and support 

to all parties involved in addressing the 

concern. 

 

Note: While all concerns will be shared with the entire 

team (including the pastor), confidentiality will be 

maintained within the team as appropriate. 

 

MMT Members:  

Jerry Burke  361-1134(h); 339-2954(c) 

Kathy Haldenwang 336-4698(h); 264-3419(c) 

 

 
Just a reminder!  We collect can tabs YEAR ROUND!  

That includes tabs on soup cans, pet food cans, and 

tuna fish cans in addition to your standard soda can 

tabs.  Place them in the plastic jar on the Welcome 

Table and we will bring them to Synod Assembly in 

the spring for that year's ministry opportunity. 

 

 

 



MISCELLANOUS COMMUNITY INFORMATION… 
 

  
SAVE the DATE: Sunday April 30, 2017 

Time: 2:30 – 4:30 pm 

Lutheran Campus Ministry (LCM)/STEP Center 

Spring Festival 

The STEP Center is where students and community 

members following Jesus example and command to 

his disciples. Step into another’s world and then 

step out together to make a difference. 

Support your vital mission outreach on campus at 

Syracuse University and SUNY- ESF. 

Call for Themed Baskets, Collectibles, and Skills to 

Share 

If you have a basket or a treasure/service to donate, 

you can drop it at the parsonage at 100 Berkeley 

Drive, Syracuse at any time. Or email 

Lutheran@syr.edu at Syracuse University and we 

will make arrangements to pick it up.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

 

 

  

mailto:Lutheran@syr.edu


 
Vanderkamp News You Can Use: March 2017 

 
Ministry: “A Child Shall Lead Them” Preschool & Me Program 

Coming in 2017: We are developing curriculum for this new VK initiative with ½ day classes (9 am – noon) slated to 

begin March for 3 and 4 year olds and their parent, grandparent, or other caring adult. Educational tracks include 

“Growing in Grace,” a Christ-centered program on Tuesdays & Thursdays and “Sense of Wonder,” a nature- and play-

based program on Mondays & Wednesdays. Call or email for more information or to register. 

 

Senior Luncheons/Recreational Programming: On Tuesday February 8, we began collaborating with Oswego County 

Opportunities to host their Senior program that was previously located at St. Bernadette’s Catholic Church in Constantia. 

This program provides reduced cost lunches and recreational programming for seniors, three days per week (except during 

summer kamps). Programming will focus on health and wellness. 

 

Save the Dates: 2nd Saturday: The next 2nd Saturday workday will be March 11th from 1-5 pm. Volunteers will gather 

at VK to work on a variety of projects. We ask that if possible, you please RSVP by 5 pm Wednesday March 8th by 

phone or email so we may plan accordingly. 

 

Summer Kamp: Summer is just around the corner and online registration will be open soon. Our 2017 theme for bible 

exploration and worship is “We Believe”. In addition to Uniquely Vanderkamp, Explorer Kamps (New Equestrian 

Kamp), LIT I, LIT II, and CIT for youth, we will be offering 2 fun filled weeks for the whole family with Family Kamp 

and Family Adventure Kamp. Visit website for additional information and to register. 

 

Supporting Vanderkamp: After a recent electrical issue in the Maintenance Barn, we are looking for donations and 

professional assistance rewiring much of the first floor of the barn.  Please contact us if you can help.  Donate anytime at 

www.vk.org - Simply click on “Support Vanderkamp” then “donate online”. 

 

2017 Rental Pricing Rollbacks Announced: Vanderkamp is a treasure to be shared. For Vanderkamp to blossom as a 

thriving year-round Christian community, we need to increase our rental usage on weekends throughout the year and on 

weekdays outside of our 7-week summer kamp season. Everyone will see a 10% rollback in pricing for lodging. 

Individuals, families, churches affiliated with the Upstate New York Synod, Utica Presbytery, or Cayuga-Syracuse 

Presbytery will see an additional 15% discount on lodging for a total of 25%. Don’t want to cook? Combine dining 

services with lodging to receive 10% discount on all meal pricing during your stay! Rentals are first-come, first reserved 

so don’t delay. Book your stay at Vanderkamp today! 

 

Facilities Updates: Logging has resumed and will continue throughout the winter, near the Orange & Green Trails.  Mark 

your calendars: Spring Work Weekend is April 21-23, there will be a variety of projects with food and fellowship for all! 

 

Volunteering: 

Anytime: (Share your availability & interests and we will hook you up!) 

Programming: Youth Leaders, Preschool Assistants, Senior Programming Assistants, Homeschool Programming 

Assistants 

VK Ambassadors: be the liaison between VK and your church! 

Committee Members: Personnel, Finance, Development, Program, Property, Public Relations 

Facilities: the possibilities are endless… indoor, outdoor, skilled, unskilled 

Looking Forward: Summer Kamp (Kamp Chaplains & Cabin Mentors). It’s not too early to start thinking about next 

summer. 1st come, 1st choice of kamp session to volunteer. Kamper of your choice attends free for each week you donate! 

Can be same week or any week thereafter throughout summer 2017 season. 

 

Email Martha Lacy at volunteercoordinator@vk.org if you can help or would like more info. 

Contact Us: Main Office Phone: (315) 675-3651; Website: www.vk.org;  Email: vkcenter@vk.org; Facebook 

message: Vanderkamp Center 

 

 

http://www.vk.org/
mailto:vkcenter@vk.org


 
ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES:  Time is running out to sign up for your spring Lutheran 
Marriage Encounter Weekend!  Please consider taking a weekend to learn how to make your 
marriage a more intimate, loving, Christian union.  Weekends run from Friday night at 8 PM to 
Sunday around 3 PM and are for couples of all ages.  There is a $100 per couple registration fee, 
plus toward the end of the weekend, you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential 
contribution of whatever amount you wish toward continuation of the program.  Two nights 

lodging and 5 meals for each of you are included.  The spring dates are: 

 March 24-26, 2017 at Toftrees Golf Resort & Conference Center -- a peaceful resort nestled in 1500 
wooded acres in State College, PA. 

 April 28-30, 2017 in Lancaster, PA, at the all newly-renovated Heritage Hotel Lancaster, home of the 
unique tree-house-inspired restaurant, “Loxley’s.”   

Registrations are also being accepted for the fall Weekends:  September 15-17, 2017 at Spruce Lake Retreat 
Center, Canadensis, PA in the Poconos, and October 6-8, 2017 at the Black Swan Inn in Lee, Massachusetts 
in the foothills of the Berkshire Mountains.  To sign up online, go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and pay the 
$100 fee using your credit card, or mark the option to mail in a check.   Registrations are limited, so act TODAY to 
ensure that you can attend the Weekend of your choice.  For questions, or if you would like a brochure mailed to 
you, contact Northeast US Area Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, 
fjschamber@comcast.net or 724-325-3166. 
 
******************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
 

 
 

Hospice & Palliative Care has announced their spring bereavement support groups and 

educational workshops that are free and open to the community. Schedules are posted on the 

church bulletin board to take. You can also visit www.hospicecareinc.org for the schedules. 

You may also call 315-735-6487 x214.  Some of the workshops include: Grief 101; Grief – 

After the First Year; Spousal Loss; etc. 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yk_cJNscfPHaHsg29A3g7fD1eRoW33shF04TyYRS1fgAME6LuWC1TBccyGonzlqehWdmzJ22kJESkM0mfqrolLS0x8Jx4jI5PTmr-qdo7BYDoNproRTXQXc0o5aJ64oYbgN8GPfUkholM0mvYwRZAlY-ETmdKQ6a&c=umOu6-6VoTY1TcqnTEbEluSXU6RrVaO0OyWADWPP2tFZsW6BJJdDsg==&ch=n13PEpSpVAoyEpHa0Frb7GVQVb49GljZ4jpEceeDn7pD4VWQPUd0Rg==
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net
http://www.hospicecareinc.org/


 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

If you are unable to serve on your assigned day, please make attempts to find a replacement. If you are 

unsuccessful, please call or email the office. Thank you! 

  



                                               Easter Plants 2017 
 

 The Altar Guild is now taking orders for lilies, hydrangeas, and azaleas. You may order a plant to 

take with you after Easter services or make a donation towards those that will be adorning the 

altar. Each potted plant is 6 inches. 

 

You must place your order on or before Sunday March 26
th

.  The price for each plant is noted below. 

 

 

_____    To PURCHASE a plant.  Given by:  _________________________________________ 

 

 

              In Memory of:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

                                        _________________________________________________________  

                      OR   

 

              In Honor of:     _________________________________________________________ 

 

                                       _________________________________________________________   

 

 

      Lily                  _____    @ $8.00     =   _______ 

 

      Hydrangea       _____    @ $17.00   =   _______ 

 

      Azalea              _____    @ $12.00   =   _______ 

   

 

_____    To make a DONATION (any amount).  Given by:  ____________________________ 

 

 

              In Memory of:  ________________________________________________________ 

 

                                        ________________________________________________________  

                      OR   

 

              In Honor of:     _________________________________________________________ 

 

                                       _________________________________________________________    

  

 

Please be sure your Easter plant orders and donations are given to 

Diane Angell or Ellyn Bibik (or turned into the church office) 

by Sunday March 26
th

 

 

 


